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Explorers are still discovering  

New England’s wonders filled with 

unspoiled charm, art, history and fun –  

all with its own special personality.

The perfect destination between  

New York and Boston.

Goodspeed Opera House, Haddam

still inspiring.
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New England – Sensational views, spectacular 
skiing & shopping. Come over and explore!
Whether your passion is for skiing, shopping or food; music, art, 
or history; family fun or romantic seaside getaways — you’re sure to 
find it here. With BEST WESTERN® and BEST WESTERN PLUS®, our 
hotel offerings provide you with everything you need from a quick stay 
to a vacation with more time to relax. Join Best Western Rewards®, 
our FREE rewards program, and start earning free nights, gas cards, 
airline rewards and more. Visit travelnewengland.com for our latest 
promotions and plan your trip today!

New England offers an incredible variety of things to do.

Connecticut
Danbury Area (Bethel)
Fairfield
Groton
Meriden Area (Berlin)
Storrs Area (Storrs Mansfield)
Uncasville
West Haven

Maine
Augusta
Bangor
Bar Harbor
Brunswick

Freeport
South Portland
Waterville
York

Massachusetts 
Boston (2)
Boston Area (Cambridge)
Boston Area (Concord)
Boston Area (Marlborough)
Boston Area (Quincy)
Boston Area (Waltham)
Framingham
Haverhill
Lowell Area (Chelmsford)

North Dartmouth
Pittsfield
Plymouth
Providence RI Area (Seekonk)
Rockland
Sharon
Woburn

New Hampshire
Concord
Hampton
Keene
Lincoln Area (Franconia)
Manchester
Mount Sunapee

Portsmouth
Waterville Valley

Rhode Island
Newport
Providence (West Greenwich)
Warwick

Vermont
Bennington
Burlington (South Burlington)
Ludlow
Rutland
Stowe Area (Waterbury)
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Welcome to New England
Many thanks for picking up a copy of .  

As someone who grew up in Britain but now lives in New England, I’m often asked  

by friends and relatives, “What makes a holiday in New England so special?”

My answer usually begins with my own arrival in New England 16 years ago.  

I soon discovered how compact and beautiful New England is—and how safe—

and that there are ocean waters, lakes, and rivers everywhere. I don’t know many 

places in the world where you can drive to the top of one of the most dramatic 

mountains in the country (New Hampshire’s Mount Washington), then walk 

along a wide sandy beach two hours later. I tell them about blue-sky summers 

along the fabled New England coast, and warm lakes ringed by hills; fall foliage 

that leaves you wanting to capture nature’s colors in countless photographs;  

winter days highlighted by ski resorts and cozy inns, close enough that you can 

easily try out several mountains in a week; pretty villages and sophisticated cities 

perfect for walking; and all this in the most historic region of the United States, 

with world-class museums, restaurants, and shopping within a short drive no  

But what I’ve learned over the years is that New England’s visitors return home 

with their own stories and memories. Each of the six New England states— 

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and 

Vermont—possesses a unique way of life, and yet they’re all connected by history, 

traditions, and a landscape so rich and varied that whether you come for a week 

adventures in some of the best outlet stores in the country, in small towns as well as 

in New England’s cities. What I hear so often from travelers is that there’s simply no 

other destination where so many experiences for all ages await in such a small area.

And this magazine is just to get you started. Go to discovernewengland.org  
or discovernewengland.co.uk for expert advice and tips on how to get  

the most from your holiday. I quickly fell in love with these six unique states.  

Now it’s your turn to “Discover New England.” It will be good to have you here.

Sue Norrington-Davies
Executive Director  

Discover New England 
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Tourism Department
401.738.2000
www.visitwarwickri.com

Rhode Island Tourism Division
315 Iron Horse Way, suite 101
Providence, RI  02908
401.278.9100
www.VisitRhodeIsland.com 

Block Island 
Tourism Council
401.466.2474
www.blockislandinfo.com

4808 Tower Hill Rd. 
Suite 101 
Wakefi eld, RI 02879
401.789.4422
www.SouthCountyRI.com

Providence Warwick Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 
10 Memorial Blvd.
Providence, RI 02903
401.274.1636
www.GoProvidence.com

Rhode Island
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10 America’s Hometown
When you visit New England, you’ll be 

immersed in nature’s four-season beauty, 

plus history, culture, outdoor adventure, 

and just plain fun—not to mention some 

of the best shopping choices in the country.

16   The Great New England 
Adventure Tour

Amid breathtaking scenery, this compact 

region offers exploits for every appetite—

on the water, in the air, and at home on terra 

20 The Perfect Boston Weekend

from cultural sites, museums, and historic 

and waterfront nightlife.

24  Connecticut: History, Beauty, 
and Idyllic Small Towns

its unmatched blend of sophistication and 

maritime tales … plus the rolling meadows of 

29  Maine: Wilderness and Character, 
Where the Mountains Meet the Sea

invites your exploration, from the hidden 

coves and working waterfront of its rocky 

coastline to its wild western forests and lakes.

33  Massachusetts: Timeless Beauty, 
Where History and the Future 
Come Together

and poets, a vibrant mix of peoples and cultures 

are creating new traditions. Find your own 

the colleges and museums of the river villages 

and city centers, or the slopes and valleys of the 

purple western hills. 

41 New Hampshire: Outdoor Paradise

resort to the awesome splendor of the White 

Mountains to the wildlife hideaways of the 

46  Rhode Island: 
Where Small Is Beautiful

and 18th-century byways to Narragansett 

New England’s hidden gem.

51  Vermont: Classic New England, 
Amid Mountains, Farms, 
and Wondrous Lakes

Wander its meandering roads and you’ll fall in love 

and verdant landscape, country stores and lively 

street scenes, inviting inns and shoreside retreats. 

DEPARTMENTS
2   Welcome to 

New England
From city to village to 
countryside, each day 
in our six-state region 
promises an unforget-
table experience. 

6   Discover New 
England Map

8  New England 
Travel Planner

Discover New England’s 
guide to getting here 
and getting around, 
with links to state 
tourism sites, airlines, 
coach tours, rail infor-
mation, and car rental 
companies.

55   Tour Operators: 
U.K. and Ireland

ON THE COVER
Maritime history comes 
alive at Mystic Seaport’s 
outdoor museum and 19th-
century village, where you 
can crawl into the belly of 
the last wooden whaler in 
existence, explore the ship-
yard, go on board vintage 

and soak up tidbits on 
sailmaking, ironworking, 
celestial navigation, and 
the early days of seafaring. 
Visit mysticseaport.org for 
photos, ticket information, 
events and festivals, and 
maritime gift shopping. 

Features

TABLE OF 
CONTENTS

2924 33 41 46 51
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Cannon Mountain, Franconia

Plan your vacation today at visitnh.gov

LIVE FREE anddiscover
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NEW 
ENGLAND 

TRAVEL PLANNER

BEFORE YOU GO
IMPORTANT NEWS

 Entry procedures for travel to the 
USA under the  Visa Waiver Program 
have changed in recent years, and 
ESTA (Electronic System for Travel 
Authorization) has been introduced. 
Online completion of ESTA, plus its 
approval, is mandatory ahead of 
travel for all Visa Waiver Program 
travelers.

 Visa Waiver Program travelers 
arriving at the airport without 
such approval risk being denied 
embarkation.

 For full details on ESTA, be sure 

https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov

TIME DIFFERENCE

behind the UK for most of the year—so 
when it is lunchtime in London, it 
is breakfast time in Boston—except 
between March 9 and March 30, 2014, 
when the difference is four hours, and 
between October 26 and November 2, 
2014, when the difference is six hours.

 The annual clock changes to and 
from summer time (Daylight Saving 
Time) in New England are on March 9, 
2014 (forward), and November 2, 2014 
(back).

STATE TOURISM WEB SITES

ctvisit.com

visitmaine.com

of Travel and Tourism
massvacation.com
New Hampshire Division 
of Travel and Tourism Development
visitnh.gov
Rhode Island Tourism Division
visitrhodeisland.com
Vermont Department 
of Tourism and Marketing
vermontvacation.com

STATE ABBREVIATIONS
Connecticut CT
Maine  ME
Massachusetts MA
New Hampshire NH
Rhode Island RI
Vermont  VT

DISCOVER NEW ENGLAND 
by air
New England’s principal gateway is 
Boston’s Logan International Airport, 
with a wide choice of direct and one-

Note that call charges and service fees 
may apply for telephone bookings.

Aer Lingus
0871 718 5000
Ireland  0818 365 000
aerlingus.com
American Airlines
0844 499 7300
Ireland  0818 286 597
aa.com
British Airways
0844 493 0787
Ireland  1890 626 747
britishairways.com
Delta
0871 22 11 222
Ireland  0818 904 872
delta.com
Icelandair
0844 811 1190
icelandair.co.uk
KLM
0871 231 0000
Ireland 0818 766 100
klm.com
United Airlines
0845 607 6760
Ireland 1890 925 252
united.com
US Airways
0845 600 3300
Ireland 1890 925 065
usairways.com
Virgin Atlantic
0844 209 7777
virgin-atlantic.com

DISCOVER NEW ENGLAND 
by coach
Local and regional companies 

Boltbus
boltbus.com
C&J Trailways
ridecj.com
Concord Coach Lines
concordcoachlines.com
Greyhound
greyhound.com
LimoLiner
limoliner.com
Megabus
megabus.com/us
Peter Pan Bus Lines
peterpanbus.com
Plymouth & Brockton
p-b.com  

DISCOVER NEW ENGLAND 
by train
Explore New England in comfort by 
train with Amtrak (amtrak.com). 
In addition to regular trains from 
New York City to all six New England 
states, Amtrak’s 150 mph high-speed 
train, the Acela Express, travels 
between New York and Boston in just 
3.5 hours. Also available is the extend-
ed Downeaster service from Boston 
to Brunswick, Maine, stopping in 
the city of Portland and in Freeport, 
renowned for its designer shopping 
(amtrackdowneaster.com). Talk to 
your travel agent or the following 

Great Rail Journeys
01904 521 936, greatrail.com
Holidays by Rail
0800 033 7960, holidaysbyrail.com
International Rail
0871 231 0790, internationalrail.com
The Travel Bureau
08448 156 212, thetravelbureau.co.uk

DISCOVER NEW ENGLAND 
by car
A full, current EU license (with paper 
counterpart) and a major credit card 
are required (debit cards are not accepted). 
You should carry photo I.D., such as a 
passport, with you at all times, espe-
cially when driving. You will not need 
a car in downtown Boston; start your 
rental when you leave the city.
Note that call charges may apply.

Alamo
0871 384 1086, alamo.co.uk
Avis
0844 581 0147, Ireland 1890 223 355
avis.co.uk  /  avis.ie
Budget
0844 544 3470, Ireland 090 662 7711
budget.co.uk  /  budget.ie
Dollar
020 3468 7685, dollar.co.uk
Enterprise Rent-a-Car
0800 800 227, Ireland 1890 227 999
enterprise.co.uk
Hertz Rent-a-Car
0843 309 3099, Ireland 01 67 67 476
hertz.co.uk
Holiday Autos
0800 224 8001, Ireland 1800 550 110
holidayautos.co.uk  /  holidayautos.ie
National 
0871 384 11 40, nationalcar.co.uk
Sixt rent a car 
0844 248 6620, sixt.co.uk
Thrifty Car Rental
020 3468 7686, Ireland 1800 515 800
thrifty.co.uk  /  thrifty.ie

SPECIAL TRIP PLANNING TIPS 
FOR U.K & IRISH TRAVELERS
telephone numbers apply to U.K. & Irish markets



Located just minutes from Boston off I-93, The 

Outlets at Assembly Row provides outstanding 

brand-name outlet shopping, exciting dining 

and a stunning waterfront park. 

Group and FIT Programs

 Meet and greets, guided tours

 Shopping, dining and shuttle packages

 Retailer and restaurant discounts 

 Advance purchase gift cards

 Private event, meeting and reception space

 Motor coach parking

WICKED GOOD SHOPPING,  
DINING AND ENTERTAINMENT

COMING 2014

To learn more about The Outlets at Assembly Row’s 
tourism programs, contact our Travel and Tourism 
Manager, Carolyn Feimster, at 732.249.6080  
or carolyn@cjfmarketinginternational.com.

AssemblyRow AssemblyRow @AtAssemblyRow

AssemblyRow.com



 America’s Hometown
WHEN YOU VISIT NEW ENGLAND, YOU’LL BE IMMERSED IN NATURE’S FOUR-SEASON  
BEAUTY, PLUS HISTORY, CULTURE, OUTDOOR ADVENTURE, AND JUST PLAIN FUN— 
NOT TO MENTION THE BEST SHOPPING CHOICES IN THE COUNTRY.

 
 

in the village of Waits River, Vermont.
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“Do not follow where 
the path may lead.  
Go instead where 
there is no path,  
and leave a trail.” 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson,  
poet & philosopher, born 1803  

in Boston, Massachusetts

Deep roots and a lot of  
personality make New 
England unforgettable.  
Size-wise, it’s only half as  
big as Germany, with room  
to spare. But for history  
and sheer force of character,  
this small, lovely corner  
of the globe is gigantic,  
like a terrier that thinks  
it’s a Saint Bernard. 

Each state, from Maine 
to Rhode Island, proudly 
enunciates its own spirit.  
And, given their proximity, 
if you were so inclined, in 
the space of a single madcap 
day you could conceivably 
experience all six, starting  
with morning bagels in 
Portland (Maine); a sail  
on Lake Winnipesaukee 
(New Hampshire); a dip into 
Bennington Potters for some R
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handmade stoneware (Vermont); a stroll 

through the Norman Rockwell Museum (Massa-

chusetts); a dash of seafaring history at Mystic 

overnight at a cozy inn by the sea (Rhode Island). 

No other region in the country invites so many 

experiences in such a short time.

We propose something else entirely:  

a meander, a chance to soak up the deep 

variety these six states offer, whether it’s a day 

spent window-shopping on historic Newbury 

Street in Boston or hours walking the ocean 

cliffs of Ogunquit, Maine. 

Take the time to immerse yourself in this 

delectable New England stew of lighthouses, 

covered bridges, Colonial villages with white 

the blaze of glorious color that heralds our 

New England fall. Bring your camera—we’ll 

tried to capture this beauty—Andrew and 

Jamie Wyeth, Edward Hopper, and, further 

back, American Impressionists such as Childe 

Hassam. Writers Robert Frost, Henry David 

Thoreau, and Mark Twain tried mightily to cap-

ture it in words. And at every turn, you’ll meet 

in their eagerness to share it with visitors. 

The history of the United States dwells in 

New England; the land is permeated at every 

step. Pilgrims landing in Provincetown (today 

they couldn’t afford the real estate), statesmen 

unearth a bit of our Colonial history. 

And if history isn’t your cup of tea (oh yes, 

there was that Harbor incident), consider New 

England’s bounty of premium outlet shopping in 

towns both large and small, where you’re guar-

Clockwise from  
top left: Colonial  
re-enactors on  
Patriots Day in Con-
cord, Massachusetts; 
the harbor at Rock-
port, Massachusetts; 
New England boiled 
lobster; jumping  
off a dock at Moose-
head Lake in western 
Maine; The Breakers, 
an 1895 Vanderbilt 
mansion in Newport, 
Rhode Island, now 
open for tours.
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“A man may die, 
nations may rise 
and fall, but an 
idea lives on.”

Columbia Point, Boston  617.514.1600  jfklibrary.org

Those ideas live on at the 

JFK Presidential Library and Museum
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No matter where you go, there’s an unex-

pected surprise, like a friend you’ve been wait-

ing to meet. Maybe you’ll hike up to William 

Gillette’s crazy castle for views of the winding 

Connecticut River. Or sip cocktails on the 

porch of the grand old Omni Mount Washing-

ton Hotel, surrounded by New Hampshire’s 

red sugar maples. 

You might learn the secrets of cooking 

Maine lobster, or catch a glimpse of Champ, 

rising from the mists of Lake Champlain like 

an American Loch Ness Monster. Maybe even 

pick up some renovation tips from the million-

aires who lived like royalty in Newport, Rhode 

Island—with bath taps for running hot and 

cold, fresh and salt water. 

Certainly, when evening rolls around,  

 

a sumptuous hotel, or a charming B&B so 

lovely you won’t want to leave.

It’s your chance to whale-watch along  

the  Atlantic, zipline your way to daring 

adventures, and sample home-style cooking 

or a gourmet farm-to-table feast. Island-hop 

from Martha’s Vineyard to Nantucket. Ponder 

the paintings at Isabella Stewart Gardner’s 

palazzo, or discover the hidden treasures of 

the gardens at Blithewold Mansion. 

Dance the night away in the city of Provi-

dence or wind down in New England’s quiet 

or Acadia National Park. Where else can you 

climb to the top of a 6,000-foot (1,828.8 m)  

mountain (majestic Mount Washington)  

in foliage season, yet within an hour’s drive 

enjoy a playground of outlet shops? 

We propose the great adventure of getting 

to know New England slowly, a day at a time, 

which is why we’ve suggested “5 Memorable 

Days” for each of our states, plus “The Perfect 

Boston Weekend.” Steep yourself in the experi-

“New England is quite as large a lump of earth 

as my heart can really take in.”

Above: A cabin at 
Ruthcliffe Lodge,  
on Isle La Motte, 
Lake Champlain.  
Below, clockwise 
from far left:  
Shopping for collect-
ibles, folk art, and 
vintage home fur-
nishings at Chester 
Americana Antiques 
in Chester, Connect-
icut; visitors can 
climb aboard vintage 
sailing ships such as 
the Joseph Conrad 
at Mystic Seaport, 
Connecticut; grande 
dame Omni Mount 
Washington Hotel, 
Bretton Woods, New 
Hampshire; historic 
Taftsville Bridge,  
in Taftsville,  
Vermont (a village 
within the town of 
Woodstock), built in 
1836 over the Ottau-
quechee River.
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LEGENDARY BRANDS. ABUNDANT SELECTION. REAL SAVINGS. Ann Taylor Factory Store, Banana Republic Factory Store, 

BCBG Max Azria, Bloomingdale’s The Outlet Store, Cole Haan, Elie Tahari, J.Crew, Lacoste, Levi’s, Nike, Saks Fifth Avenue 

Off 5th, Theory, Tommy Hilfiger, Tory Burch, Vera Bradley and more at savings of 25% to 65% every day. Stores vary per center.

PREMIUMOUTLETS.COM

WRENTHAM VILLAGE PREMIUM OUTLETS
MERRIMACK PREMIUM OUTLETS
CLINTON CROSSING PREMIUM OUTLETS
KITTERY PREMIUM OUTLETS
LEE PREMIUM OUTLETS A
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The Great New England 
ADVENTURE Tour

AMID BREATHTAKING SCENERY, NEW ENGLAND’S COMPACT PLAYGROUND OFFERS 
EXPLOITS FOR EVERY APPETITE. TRY ONE, TRY TWO—OR DARE TO TRY THEM ALL. 

Rafting central Maine’s 
roaring rivers: an  
unbeatable sensation. 

New Hampshire’s 
Flume Gorge is an 800-
foot (243.8 m) ravine in 
Franconia Notch State 
Park; its granite walls 
rise 70 to 90 feet (21.3 

to 27.4 m) above Flume 
Brook. A boardwalk 
lets visitors explore 

this natural wonder. 

Off the coast of Gloucester, 
Massachusetts, you may be 

lucky enough to catch sight of a 
humpback whale as it dives back 

into Atlantic waters.
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MAINE
Raft the Roaring Water
Hang on to your paddle and feel the rush of 

whitewater! Here, at the epicenter of New 

England’s whitewater rafting in central Maine, 

excursion down the Kennebec, Penobscot, 

or Dead River. It has all the thrills of a theme 

park—but this one’s for real, and the adrenaline 

rush is all the more memorable because of it. 

Raft Maine (association of 7 different  

raftmaine.com

Northern Outdoors  

northernoutdoors.com

most charming seabirds, and their comeback 

on secluded islands off the Maine coast has 

created some of New England’s most antici

pated ecotourism trips. Boat operators take 

point and how much time you have. 

Hardy Boat Cruises  

hardyboat.com

Monhegan Boat Line  

monheganboat.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

State’s fantastic array of ziplines, including 

the longest one in the continental U.S.—  

and yes, you can stop to admire the views! 

Whether soaring over a river or through the 

canopy, you’ll be treated to stunning  

 

adventure and photos your friends won’t  

believe. Add the treetop ropes courses,  

bridges, mountain coasters, and more on  

offer, and you’ll create exciting memories  

that will last a lifetime. For details, go to  

visitnh.gov

Adrenaline Tour,” with information on 10  

venues around the state. Plus, don’t miss  

the selection of other great activities posted 

on the site, including biking, birdwatching,  

has been drawing spectators to gape at its thun

 

waters, waterfalls, and scenic wooden walkways, 

lies at the base of Mount Liberty. This is what 

nature looks like in our dreams. 

Flume Gorge & Visitor Center

VERMONT

The great outdoors is on full display in Vermont’s  

“Northeast Kingdom”—whatever your passion, 

you’ll be happy. Kingdom Trails, in East Burke,  

away secret and National Geographic geotourism 

destination, with biking, kayaking, hiking, 

camping, and climbing when the snow melts. 

Lake Willoughby does a remarkable imitation 

Mount Pisgah, where peregrine falcons nest. 

For indoor adventure, Jay Peak’s massive indoor 

water park, the Pump House, offers plenty of 

Northeast Kingdom Chamber of Commerce. 

nekchamber.com

The hiking trails up Mount Equinox range from a 

trek to the summit. (Pick up trail maps at the Toll 

Sky Line Drive equinoxmountain.com

A massive sea mammal slides alongside the 

boat and then disappears, and a huge tail  

Thanks to conserva-
tion efforts, gentle, 
whimsical-looking  

make their home 
on Maine’s coastal 
islands.

In East Burke,  
Vermont, the Kingdom 

Trails network offers 
mountain-bike routes 

for all ability levels. 
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-

7 Seas Whale Watch  

7seas-whalewatch.com

Boston’s Harbor Islands

Boston’s Best Cruises  

bostonsbestcruises.com

RHODE ISLAND
Explore the Eastern Coastline

-

-

-

EMS Kayaking  

ems.com 

Rhode Island Bay Cruises
rhodeislandbaycruises.com 

Where Bamboo Beckons & Flowers Burst

-

-

-

Blithewold Mansion blithewold.org 

CONNECTICUT
Floating on a River

Huckleberry 

Finn -

-

 

Farmington River Tubing
farmingtonrivertubing.com

Full-Spectrum Adventure
which

-

-

Brownstone Exploration & Discovery Park. 

brownstonepark.com

Top: A kayak heads out 
into the wide waters 
of Narragansett Bay, 
Rhode Island. Above: 

Brownstone Quarry in 
Portland, Connecticut.
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A
NEW ENGLAND  
ADVENTURE 
MAP
A Raft the Roaring Water
B
C Zipline Thrills
D Gorge-ous Flume
E  Up in the Northeast Corner
F Hike (or Drive) the Heights
G  Cape Ann Whale Watch
H Boston’s Harbor Islands
I  Explore the Eastern Coastline 
J   Where Bamboo Beckons  

& Flowers Burst
K  Floating on a River
L  Full-Spectrum Adventure 

A

C
C

I

Maine

  
Vermont

New Hampshire

Massachusetts

Connecticut
Rhode Island
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The Perfect Boston 
Weekend THREE DAYS 

IN AMERICA’S 
MOST WALKABLE CITY …

Boston drapes over the Charles River and winds around a harbor in a setting so  
lovely that you could spend a weekend lost in awe. Sailboats glide across the water; 

-

of course.) There are  

Against Boston’s 
graceful riverfront, the 
city’s Back Bay skyline 

reveals the neighbor-
hood’s eclectic mix  
of old and new. For 

Boston tourism 
information, go to: 

bostonusa.com
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Day 1
Friday Afternoon & Evening:  
Eat in the North End  
& Walk to Faneuil Hall
Boston’s North End is the most authentic 

“Little Italy” left in America—a web of narrow 

streets where pasta, gelato, and soccer jostle 

for dominance. Take a North End Market Tour 
for the scoop on biscotti, olive oil, and arti-

sanal foods. Then treat yourself to osso buco at 

Mamma Maria’s magical townhouse, tucked 

away in a tiny square across from the home of 

Revolutionary War hero Paul Revere, in one  

of the oldest neighborhoods in the country. 

After dinner, stroll down to the waterfront, or 

over to lively Faneuil Hall Marketplace. Built 

by Boston’s wealthiest merchant in 1742, this 

bustling complex is chockablock with pretty 

shops, stalls, and a bit of circus atmosphere, 

thanks to street performers who gather daily 

on the cobblestones. George Washington 

Dining alternative: Union Oyster House, Ameri-

ca’s oldest continuously operating restaurant.

Day 2
Saturday: Walk, Shop & Dine  
on Newbury Street & Beacon Hill
Boston’s Emerald Necklace is a rare gem. 

Actually, it’s a string of parks designed by  

Frederick Law Olmsted, culminating in the 

heart of the city at Boston Common  

 

Public Garden
-

circled by some of the most historic neighbor-

hoods in the city, from brick-lined Beacon Hill 

to Chinatown to the Theater District. Polished 

Newbury Street shoots off to the west, lined 

with the chic (Chanel Hotel 
Chocolat L’Aroma 
Café to watch the fashionistas on parade. 

Historic Faneuil Hall 
today anchors a lively 
four-building market-

place hosting shops, 
restaurants, and 

street performances. 

Step back in time:  
Beacon Hill’s venerable 
row houses are tucked 

into narrow cobble-
stone side streets.

The Public Garden’s 
Mallard family is a hit 
with little ones.
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The Gardner Museum, 
inspired by a Renais-
sance palazzo, houses 
a world-class collec-
tion of American, 
European, and Asian 
artworks, including 
paintings, sculptures, 
tapestries, silver,  
ceramics, mosaics, 
and rare books and 
manuscripts. The 
landscaped courtyard, 

founder’s passion for 
formal garden design. 

Giant Ocean Tank, recently renovated and now 

home to some 2,000 creatures. Naturally, that’s 

also where you can catch Boston’s craziest ride: 

cruising the city on land and on the Charles 

River via a 65-minute Duck Tour in a replica 

World War II amphibious landing vehicle. 

Or head back into the culture zone and 

spend some hours at the Museum of Fine  
Arts (MFA), the Museum of Science, or the  

Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA). End your 

day with dinner at Puritan & Company, for  

New England cuisine with a modern twist.  

Staying over? Spend a night on the water  

(Marriott Long Wharf), in an historic Back Bay 

luxury lodging place (The Lenox Hotel), or  

in the old Charles Street Jail (now the deluxe  
Liberty Hotel). Or try a pretty little B&B right  

on Newbury Street (Newbury Guest House).

To the north, streets meander up Beacon  

lamps, and brownstones. Take a tea break 

at the Ritz-Carlton, on the other side of the 

Common; then duck back into the Garden for 

a Swan Boat ride, or go in search of the bronze 

ducklings depicting the characters in the  

beloved American children’s classic Make Way 

for Ducklings, about a family of mallards who 

journey to the Public Garden. Look back on 

where you’ve been from the dining room at 

Troquet, with gorgeous views of Boston  

Common, and the Theater District at your feet.

Day 3
Sunday: Cambridge, Culture & More 
Options in this museum-studded town are 

staggering, so keep it simple and pick a few 

that exploit the full range. (It’s also your perfect 

transit system, the MBTA, a.k.a. “the T.”) Start the 

morning in Cambridge, soaking up the vibe of 

Harvard Square Tealuxe 

and a free tour of Harvard University. Then hop 

on the T to Boston’s Fenway neighborhood and 

the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum; sample 

Gruyère quiche at Café G, in the company of  

Matisse and Whistler. Move on to relive  

the Camelot years at the John F. Kennedy  
Presidential Library & Museum, overlooking 

memora bilia. 

For a different waterfront experience, dive 

into the New England Aquarium’s four-story 

A peaceful oasis in  
the heart of the city,  

Boston’s 24-acre  
(9.7 ha or 97,124.5 sqm) 

Public Garden is  
a lush showcase  

of colorful blooms.
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simon.com/travel

Experience shopping at its finest! With three locations found throughout the New England area, Simon® Malls provides an 
 unparalleled retail and dining experience you won’t find anywhere else. Shop fashion favorites like Banana Republic, J.Crew, 
XXI Forever and stylish luxury retailers such as Burberry, Christian Dior, Jimmy Choo, Tory Burch and much more. Together they 
create an unequaled shopping destination full of unexpected surprises. For more information visit simon.com/travel.

NEW ENGLAND’S SHOPPING
DESTINATIONS OF CHOICE.
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PHOTO OP 
FALL SPECTACULAR: 
NEW HAVEN

Biking is just one of many 
outdoor opportunities on offer 
at 425-acre (172 ha or 1,720 square 
kilometers) East Rock Park, on 
the New Haven/Hamden border. 

are also available, and picnicking 
and boating are popular. Hiking 
trails and a seasonal auto road to 
the top of East Rock, a prominent 
ridge with 300-foot (91.4 m) cliffs, 
reward visitors with expansive 
views of the city below and Long 
Island Sound. For more on the 
New Haven area, see p. 26.

ctvisit.com
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5 MEMORABLE 
DAYS IN 
CONNECTICUT

 Long Island 
Sound 
SEE:  Picturesque 

villages dot the 

Connecticut edge 

of the Sound, like 

pearls scattered on 

sand. Explore them 

all, walking the 

beaches along the 

way. From Guilford, 

where the massive 

town green is ringed 

by tantalizing shops, 

head east to dip 

your toes in the sea 

at Madison, with 

more than two 

miles (3.2 km) of 

sandy beach at 

Hammon asset 
State Park.

CONNECTICUT 
History, beauty, 
and idyllic small towns …

Connecticut is the gateway to a fabled land of white-steepled 
churches, brilliant town greens, and sparkling-blue Atlantic waters, not 
to mention lively cities, great food, and some seriously competitive outlet 
shopping. From the expanse of beaches that unfurl along Long Island 
Sound to the brainy bustle of Yale University and New Haven to the 
whaling history of Mystic Seaport, the state is an unmatched blend 
of sophistication, as well as the charm inherent in historic towns and 

SHOP:  It’s serious 

bargain hunting 

at the 70 stores of 

Clinton Crossing 
Premium Outlets, 
with deep discounts 

on Calvin Klein, Kate 

Spade, and scores of 

other designers.

EAT:  The acclaimed 

Sunday brunch at the 

Water’s Edge Resort 
& Spa in Westbrook 

will let you explore 

for days without 

refueling.

SLEEP:  Saybrook 
Point Inn in Old 
Saybrook sits a 

stone’s throw from 

Katharine Hepburn’s 

old estate, looking 

out to where the 

Connecticut River 

spills into the sea. 

Guilford’s Civil War 
monument and the 
historic First 
Congregational 
Church overlook 
the expansive 
town green.

CONNECTICUT
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 New Haven  
& Environs  
SEE:  You don’t have to 

be a brainiac to tour 

world-famous Yale 
University, where 

Meryl Streep went to 

school, amid teetering 

towers reminiscent of 

Hogwarts. But if you’re 

smart, you’ll investi-

gate the Beinecke Rare 
Book & Manuscript 
Library, a gleaming 

rectangle of translu-

cent marble housing a 

Gutenberg Bible. Stroll 

to the Yale museums 

and galleries, with 

their ancient and  

modern treasures.  

Just 11 miles (17.7 km)  

away, in Stony Creek,  

Captain Bob Milne’s 

sunset boat tour 

threads its way 

through the magical 

Thimble Islands. 
SHOP:  Chapel Street 

hums with artisanal 

jewelry and fashions, 

plus restaurants from  

Thai to Turkish. 

EAT: At Frank Pepe’s 

or Sally’s Apizza in 

New Haven, you’ll 

taste history in a 

savory pie. The thin, 

Neapolitan-style 

“apizza” originated 

at Pepe’s, one of the 

oldest pizzerias in 

the U.S., but when 

Frank’s nephew Sal 

opened his own spot 

a decade or so later,  

it set off a long, 

friendly rivalry where 

everyone’s a winner.  

SLEEP:  The Study 
at Yale is a sleek 

boutique hotel in the 

heart of the univer-

sity campus. 

 Along the  
Connecticut River 
SEE:  New England’s  

longest river—407 

miles (655 km)—

snakes through 

terrain of every kind. 

Climb aboard for a 

nostalgic 12-mile 

(19.3 km) ride on the 

vintage Essex Steam 
Train through an  

unspoiled river  

valley named “one  

of the last great 

places on earth”  

by  The Nature  

Conservancy.  

The train drops  

you at the Becky 
Thatcher riverboat 

for a cruise, where 

you’ll glimpse the 

imposing Good-
speed Opera House, 

as well as Gillette 
Castle, a crazy, 

Gaudí-like confec-

tion perched like a 

bird on a cliff.  

In lovely Old Lyme, 

once a shipping 

colony, the intimate  

Florence Griswold 
Museum transports 

you back to the  

days of American  

Impressionism.

SHOP:  Bowerbird  

in Old Lyme is a 

showcase of more 

than 10,000 gift 

items. You could 

spend hours inside—

except that the  

environs outside  

are so tempting  

 

hard to choose.

EAT:  Next door   

to the Florence  

Griswold Museum, 

sort—gourmet  

dining—is on display 

at The Chestnut 
Grille inside the 

upscale Bee & Thistle 
Inn, built in 1756.

SLEEP:  Rest easy  

at the historic 1776  

Griswold Inn, in  

Essex, with its barrel-

shaped Tap Room 

and New York Times–

praised Wine Bar. 

Winter Wonderland
Bundle up and look to the skies! From Janu-

and head to the lower Connecticut River, 
where you can take an Eaglewatch Boat 
Tour in Essex for a two-hour guided cruise. 

A wrought-iron gate highlights the entrance to Yale University’s 
Memorial Quadrangle at the base of Harkness Tower, a Gothic Revival 
masterpiece housing Yale’s carillon.
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110 Pequot Trail, Mashantucket, CT 06338
 

pequotmuseum.org

 Life-size 16th c. Indian village
 4 acres of interactive exhibits
 18-story observation tower
 Libraries, gift shop, restaurant

American History  
Starts Here   

AT THE MASH UCKET PEQUOT MUSEUM

WELCOME ABOARD 
R 

Literally

As the leading maritime museum in America, 
Mystic Seaport has it all: Historic vessels. Cruising  

on the Mystic River. An 1870s maritime village. Hands-on  
activities. Horse and carriage rides. Cool exhibits. 
Delicious dining and great shopping. It’s all here!  

To learn more, visit mysticseaport.org

75 Greenmanvil le Ave. Mystic CT 06355

A breath of fresh air
Between New York and Boston

mystic.org       /MysticCountryConnecticut              @MysticCTTweets                   /MysticCountryCT  

New England charm awaits.
Explore the Connecticut coastline or experience the romantic calm of the countryside in 
Mystic Country, the perfect New England destination between New York and Boston. 
Visit mystic.org for your free Visitors Guide and start planning your perfect vacation today.
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SEE:  The name is like 

a cool breeze, and 

that’s the feeling as 

you meander rolling 

hills. Fall foliage is 

gorgeous here, and 

there’s a reason so 

many celebrities call 

this region home: 

picture-postcard 

villages, covered 

bridges, and classic 

town greens. Stately  

mansions character-

ize 

 and Wash-
ington whisk you 

back in time to 

village life 200 years 

ago; and lovely  

named number 1 

for foliage by Yankee 

Magazine, is lined 

with boutiques and 

galleries. The Housa-

tonic River begs you 

to rent a kayak, or 

take a walk along a 

5-mile (8 km) stretch 

of the Appalachian 

Trail.

SHOP:  

wears the mantle 

of New England’s 

antiques capital, 

with more than 30 

dealers in a town of 

fewer than 10,000 

residents.

EAT:
town green, the 

 is both a 

local landmark and 

a perennial state 

favorite. 

SLEEP:  Bask in  

5-star luxury at the 

Spa in Washington, 

lauded by National 

Geographic Traveler.

occupy a delightful 

day all by themselves:  

centerandsquare.com

EAT:  

 in the 

heart of downtown 

Hartford is where  

locals send friends 

who want the best 

traditional New Eng-

land fare (pot roast is 

a favorite here), with 

beer brewed on site.

SLEEP:  Less than 5 

miles (8 km) south 

of Hartford, the 

 in  

  

is a graceful inn 

within an historic 

preserved town.

 
In Hartford, the Mark Twain House & Museum is 
open for tours. Of his beloved home, the author 
wrote, “[It] had a heart, and a soul, and eyes to 
see us with … and deep sympathies.”

  

SEE:  Tour the historic 

, 
where the beloved 

author wrote Adven-

tures of Huckleberry 

Finn. 

, of Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin fame, lived next 

door in an elegant 

Victorian; park  

once to visit both. 

 is  

America’s oldest 

public art museum. 

And few spectacles 

can match 

’s 

vast public rose  

garden, oldest in  

the country. 

SHOP:  
 and 

 can easily  

3  
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PHOTO OP 
MOOSEHEAD LAKE

Sacred to New England’s native peoples, 
Mount Kineo is marked by a distinctive 
cliff face, which rises 700 feet (213.36 m) 
above the waters of Moosehead Lake, 
in west-central Maine. Access is by boat; 
a shuttle from Rockwood can take you 
across during the summer months. Hiking 
trails lead to the summit, where views 

book an airborne adventure: The Birches 
Resort will take you up in a seaplane for 
an aerial tour of the region. For more on 
the Moose head area, see p. 32.

MAINE 
Wilderness and character, 
where the mountains meet the sea …

MAINE

visitmaine.com
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5 MEMORABLE 
DAYS IN  
MAINE

Portland
SEE:  Brick-lined 

Exchange Street 

is Old Port’s quaint 

thoroughfare, with 

designer clothing, 

cafés, and Maine-

made goods. Follow 

the street down to 

the waterfront for a 

handcrafted pastry 

at Standard Baking 
Company before 

hopping aboard the 

Casco Bay Ferry to 

Peaks Island, for a 

serene afternoon 

bike ride on a bite-

size island with 

inescapable  

water views. For an  

artful interpretation  

of it all, don’t miss  

the Portland Museum  
of Art’s Winslow 

Homer and Andrew 

Wyeth paintings.

SHOP:  Old Port 
teems with bou-

tiques and galleries 

set on cobblestone 

Pounding waves and  
a rocky coastline spiked with 
lighthouses … In Maine, you’ll live 
by the rhythm of the tides, winding 

the rocks. This rugged fortress of a 
state looks out over the Atlantic like a 

gone by. Lobstermen still prowl Maine’s 
waterways, but today’s coastal villages 
are also havens of culture and cuisine. 
Portland’s food scene is legendary, 
and towns such as Kennebunkport 
and Rockport are synonymous with 
presidents, artists, and craftsmen. 
Inland villages have their own sturdy 
beauty, and centrally, Mount Katahdin 
rises to a mighty peak in Baxter State 
Park, a spectacular gift of more than  
327 square miles (847 square kilometers) 
from a former governor. No one knows 
the wilderness like the legendary 

kayaking, or whitewater rafting (or 
maybe even help you spot a moose), 
upholding a century-old tradition. 
Another tradition—outlet shopping in 
places like Kittery and Freeport, home 
to L.L. Bean—proves that old and new 
New England can happily coexist. 

Barnacle  
Billy’s classic  

lobster shack,  
Perkins Cove.

3LOCAL  
SECRET
Outlet shopping 
isn’t the only thing 
happening in  
Kittery. Starting 
here and heading 
north to Scarbor-
ough on U.S.  
Route 1, for the 
next 42 miles  
(67.6 km) you’ll pass 
through “the best 
hunting grounds 
for antiques in  
New England.” 
More than 60  
shops of treasures 
to unearth:  
antiquesmap.com

streets or in restored 

warehouses, with 

specialty shops for 

cooks, dog lovers,  

and knitters, plus 

locally crafted trea-

sures, such as tour-

maline jewelry made 

from exquisite Maine 

gems, or breezy  

Sea Bags made from 

vintage sails. Ten min-

utes away, the state’s 

largest shopping 

center, The Maine 
Mall, offers 140 stores 

and restaurants.

EAT:  Take a Maine 
Foodie Tour around 

Portland’s historic 

Old Port district, 

sampling lobster,  

artisanal cheeses, 

and handcrafted ales. 

With 230 restaurants 

to choose from in 

a city known for 

cutting-edge cuisine, 

start with the much-

praised Fore Street 

or DiMillo’s on the 
Water (a converted 

car ferry surrounded 

by water), or try  
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(offering cuisine 

prepared with local 

ingredients, plus a 

3,000-bottle wine 

cellar).

SLEEP:  The luxurious 

 is in the heart 

of the city’s Old Port 

neighborhood,  

on the restored  

waterfront.

Ogunquit  
& Kennebunkport
SEE:  Ogunquit’s 

classic inns edge 

the shore like buoys 

surrounded by ocean 

vistas. Wave jumping 

or hiking the lovely 

 from 

 to 

jewel-like 

 will whet your 

appetite to dip into 

the village’s charming 

shops. Neighboring 

Kennebunkport’s 

romantic Ocean 
Avenue offers a good 

look at former presi-

dent George H. W. 

Bush’s summer home.

Then claim your own 

piece of paradise at 

’s 

three miles of pristine 

coastline, or sign up 

with 

 to paddle with 

a Registered Maine 

Guide.

SHOP:  In 

, troll for nauti-

cal gifts, jewelry, 

and saltwater taffy. 

Treasure-seekers 

will want to comb 

 in 

Kenne bunkport for 

handcrafts, books, 

boutique clothing, 

and much more. 

EAT:  It’s practically 

illegal not to have a 

lobster roll for lunch—

 

  

or   

in Perkins Cove.  

For dinner, The 

 in Kenne-

bunkport serves 

Casco Bay cod with 

180-degree views of 

the Atlantic.

SLEEP:  Rest your 

head where you 

hear the waves, in 

one of Ogunquit’s 

charming inns; 

 is just 

steps from the water. 

In Kennebunkport, 

the family-owned 

 

has a scenic lobster 

boat and sailboat on 

site, plus kayaks. 

“Park” & “Shop”
SEE:  The “shop” is 

major-league outlet 

action in  and 

, with deals 

on designer clothing, 

linens, tableware, 

shoes, and enough 

swag to satisfy the 

Kardashians. The 

“park” is 

, 

just a 5-minute drive 

from Freeport, where 

you can catch your 

breath on the Casco 

Bay leg of the

, or 

follow the park 

naturalist to see baby 

ospreys in season. 

SHOP:  Bring back 

great stuff from a 

day that starts at the 

, on 

Maine’s southern  

border, with 120 

stores and up to 60% 

savings on goodies 

from Coach hand-

bags to Nike sneak-

ers. Just a little more 

than an hour north, 

 tempts you 

with more than 170 

outlets, but don’t 

miss the granddaddy 

that started it all: 

, one of the 

most respected out-

Ogunquit’s Marginal Way 
is one of Maine’s prettiest 

coastal walks.

Fall Spectacular

Belgrade Lakes 

 

Visit www.sebasco.com or call 
001 (207) 389 1161 

for more information or reservations.

Pure  Ma in e !

Discover the Pure Maine 
Vacation of a Lifetime

Tucked away on 550 acres of Maine’s 
whispering pines and breathtaking coastline,
discover Sebasco Harbor Resort, an authentic 
Maine vacation with fun and relaxation 
for the entire family. Enjoy succulent Maine 
lobster, explore the resort’s very own lighthouse,
or tour the coast by kayak.
Less than one hour from Portland, ME in the 
Northeast USA.
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world, open 24 hours, 

365 days a year.

EAT/SLEEP:  Looking 

for luxury lodging 

in Free port? The 
Harraseeket Inn is 

a  AAA four-diamond 

hotel renowned for 

its dining—and just 

a short walk to great 

shopping.

Down East
SEE:  An adventurer’s 

dream, Acadia  

National Park  

occupies much of 

Mount Desert Island 

and several smaller 

islands, and is the 

oldest national park 

east of the Missis-

sippi. With 73 square 

miles (189 square  

kilometers) to  

explore, get your  

bearings with a  

2.5-hour tour on  

Oli’s Trolley out 

of Bar Harbor, the 

island’s largest town 

(one of four), with 

a stop on Cadillac 

Mountain. Or cruise 

Frenchman Bay 

aboard a majestic 

schooner leaving 

from the Bar Harbor  
Inn’s pier. Past resi-

dents enamored of 

the island’s beauty 

include Rockefellers, 

Astors, and Vander-

bilts; today you might  

bump into John 

Travolta or Martha 

Stewart, as you 

search for the perfect 

island keepsake. 

SHOP:  Bar Harbor’s 

Main Street is lined 

with temptations: 

Island Artisans rep-

resents more than 

100 Maine crafts-

men; Jack’s Jewelry 

showcases tourma-

line; and Window 
Panes’ unique cotton 

rugs, kitchen gad-

gets, and handcrafts 

will transform your 

cottage. 

EAT:  From tasty 

at Geddy’s to “Best 

Breakfast with a View”  

at the Looking Glass 
Restaurant, over-

looking Frenchman 

Bay, there’s a bite for 

every appetite.    

SLEEP:  Sleep like the 

upper crust, in a  

summer mansion 

converted to luxury 

lodgings: the Ulli-
kana Inn, an 1885 

Tudor-style mansion 

in the heart of Bar 

Harbor, somehow 

manages to feel 

away from it all.  

The Bluenose Inn, 

with sweeping views 

of the water, offers 

spa treatments.  

Or rest in a true 

“Down East” Maine 

cottage—there are 

around the island:  

acadiarental.com

Moosehead Lake
SEE:  The name says 

it all: a region so un-

spoiled that Maine’s 

most fascinating resi-

dents—moose—feel 

completely at home. 

At the gateway to the 

Great North Woods, 

spectacular Moose-

head Lake is an ideal 

backdrop for hiking, 

sailing, whitewater  

rafting, and, of 

course, moose 

spotting. A three-

hour journey on the 

National Historic 

Landmark steamboat 

Katahdin, built in 

1914, brings you to the 

water’s widest point, 

with breathtaking 

mountain views 

and a glimpse of the 

state’s highest peak 

in the distance.  

Or sign up for a  

moose tour with 

Northwoods  
, who’ll take 

you on a wildlife safari 

by land or water. 

SHOP:  Your inner  

adventurer can 

stock up in Green-

ville at Indian Hill 
Trading Post, a 

35,000-square-foot 

(3,251.6 sqm) empo-

rium packed with 

rods, tents, cast-iron 

beanpots, Carhartt 

jackets, bakery goods, 

and deli treats.

EAT:  Rugged 

countryside calls for 

and the Blair Hill Inn 

serves locally sourced 

dinners set high 

above the lake, with 

commanding views. 

SLEEP:  The elegant 

Greenville Inn is  

an award-winning  

Victorian B&B, with 

-

a wine cellar worthy 

of Downton Abbey. 

(Greenville also gets 

high marks for fall 

foliage.)

 WHEN YOU GO 
For state tourism 
information, go to: 
visitmaine.com

In Freeport, 
L.L. Bean’s 
signature boot 
greets you at 
the door.

The view from Cadillac Mountain takes in  
Down East islands and the vast Atlantic.

Winter 
Wonderland
Skiers won’t know 
which way to turn in 
the western Maine  
mountains, with 
Sunday River  
(Bethel), Saddleback  
(Rangeley), Black  
Mountain (Rumford),  
and Sugarloaf  
(Carrabassett Valley) 
at their ski tips. 
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PHOTO OP 
MARTHA’S VINEYARD

Off Aquinnah Circle at the island’s far 
western tip, hike up the hill to a public 
viewing area to catch this dramatic vista 
over the Cliffs at Gay Head Lighthouse. 
Composed largely of colored clay, the 
cliffs, a protected area, are fragile. 
Aquinnah,  is 
the Native American name for the cliffs, 
which are sacred to the Wampanoag. 
For more on Martha’s Vineyard, see p. 36.

MASSACHUSETTS 
Timeless beauty, where 
history and the future come together …

MASSACHUSETTS

massvacation.com
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5 MEMORABLE 
DAYS IN  
MASSACHUSETTS

 Culture in the 
Berkshire Hills 
SEE:  European and 

American paintings, 

sculptures, and more 

(the French Impres-

sionists are a special 

focus) are at home 

at the world-class 

Sterling & Francine 
Clark Art Institute, 
currently undergo-

ing a multimillion-

dollar expansion, 

in Williams town. 

And for modern-art 

Massa chusetts  

Museum of Contem-
porary Art (MASS 
MoCA) offers expan-

sive exhibitions just 

a few miles east, in 

North Adams. For 

outdoor inspiration, 

hike (or drive) to the 

summit of Mount 
Greylock, the state’s 

highest peak. 

SHOP: Steeped in 

a creative climate, 

Stockbridge has its 

share of unique shops 

and art galleries, but 

its popular Norman 
Rockwell Museum 

houses the world’s 

largest collection by 

America’s favorite 

illustrator, plus a  

gift shop that  

captures it all.

EAT:  Talented chefs 

have invaded Great 
Barrington, making  

it one of the top food  

destinations in New  

England, with Japan-

ese (Bizen Kaiseki),  

Mediterranean (Naji’s),  

and gourmet apple-

cider treats (Home 
Sweet Home Dough-
nut Shoppe). 

SLEEP:  The Red Lion 
Inn, a Stockbridge 

gem with a cozy pub 

serving homemade 

soups by Tiffany 

lamplight, has  

welcomed travelers  

since 1773; porch sitting 

here is nearly manda-

tory. (For more lodging 

suggestions, see: 

bedandbreakfast.com/ 

massachusetts.html)

 South Shore  
& Cape Cod  
SEE:  Heading south 

from Boston along the 

coast, in Plymouth  

you’ll step into the 

world of Pilgrims 

and Wampanoags, 

as interpreters re-

enact colonial life at 

Plimoth Plantation. 

For insight into the 

Pilgrims’ journey, 

From coastal Cape Cod, its beauty sculpted by the Atlantic, to the lively Berkshire arts 
scene in the west, Massachusetts weaves a story of New England. Contemporary style mixes with 
history in settings that move from endless beaches to rolling hills. Multicultural Boston, a waterfront 
mecca whose cobblestone streets are lined with sleek boutiques, is where Revolutionary War hero  
Paul Revere lived and President John F. Kennedy was born (see “The Perfect Boston Weekend,” p. 20).  
The Pilgrims landed in Provincetown, where today’s mix of history and hipness is astounding. Nantucket  
and Martha’s Vineyard islands entice visitors to shop, explore golden beaches, and learn about whaling 
history. Meanwhile, Great Barrington boasts culinary greatness; world-class cultural institutions turn 
up everywhere; and places like the Pioneer Valley and Berkshire County offer interesting and eclectic 
college towns in Amherst, Northampton, and Williamstown—hotbeds of vibrant energy. Grounded in 
history, propelled by restless curiosity, Massachusetts rewards its visitors with fresh surprises.

climb aboard the  

, the 

newly refurbished 

replica of the ship that 

brought them to the 

New World. Farther 

south, on the western 

shore of Buzzards  

Bay, New Bedford  

represents the heart  

of American whaling  

history on the main-

land. Seafarers from 

Portugal and its  

colonies (including  

Cape Verde, the Azores, 

and Madeira) were 

drawn to these shores 

in large numbers, and 

that heritage is still 

visible today in the 

In Williamstown, surrounded by scenic mountain vistas, the Clark Art 
Institute’s Stone Hill Center, designed by renowned Japanese architect 

Tadao Ando, houses new galleries and an art conservation facility.
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Salem’s Most Visited Museum
Witness the web of lies of the Salem
Witch Hunts of 1692, one of the most
enduring true stories in American
history. We are the perfect starting
point for your visit to our
historic city. Open year round.

19 ¹ ⁄2 Washington Square North
Salem, Massachusetts 01970
978.744.1692 • salemwitchmuseum.com

Translated into French, German, Italian, Spanish,
Russian, Japanese, Cantonese & Mandarin.161 Essex Street | Salem, MA | 978-745-9500 | pem.org
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city’s many Iberian 

restaurants and  

cultural events. Don’t 

miss the outstanding 

exhibits and artifacts 

at the New Bedford 
Whaling Museum 

and the other sites 

that make up New 
Bedford Whaling  
National Historical 
Park. Moving east, 

the South Shore and 

Cape Cod in the fall 

as cran berries ripen 

in their bogs; you can 

take a guided tour 

of a working opera-

tion with Cape Farm 
Supply and Cranberry 
Company in Harwich. 

Then head north for a 

taste of another type 

of rare natural beauty, 

as the Cape Cod 
National Seashore 

stretches 40 miles 

(64.3 km) along the 

Atlantic until it curls 

around Province-
town, with sweeping 

beaches, lighthouses, 

and ocean vistas.  

Art’s Dune Tours 

leads hair-raising rides 

through the sandy  

expanse, and you’ll 

have a bird’s-eye 

view from the 

Pilgrim Monument 

(commem orating the 

before sailing on to 

establish their colony 

at Plymouth). The sun 

sets at romantic  

Race Point Beach.  

SHOP:  For history 

books and 17th- 

century-style repro-

duction handcrafts, 

visit the Plimoth 
Plantation Museum 
Shop. At land’s end, 

Provincetown has 

more art galleries, 

shops, pretty inns, 

and cafés than sea-

shells on the shore.

EAT:  In New Bedford, 

try Antonio’s for 

authentic Portuguese 

fare. On Cape Cod, 

save your appe tite 

for The Black Cat 
Tavern’s massive 

lobster roll, with 

views of the harbor at 

Hyannis. Hidden on a 

lane overgrown with 

Napi’s is a Province-

town landmark offer-

ing Mediterranean 

and Brazilian cuisine, 

and décor inspired by 

years of collecting.

SLEEP:  In New Bed-

ford, Melville House 

(where Moby-Dick  

author Herman Mel-

ville was a frequent 

guest in his sister’s 

home) offers tasteful 

rooms in an historic 

setting. Accommoda-

tions are raised to an 

art form in Province-

town; see the listings 

at ptownchamber 
.com/stay/bed-and-
breakfast-guest-
houses-inns. There’s 

camping and a hostel,  

too: ptownchamber 
.com/stay/ 
campsites-hostels

 Island Hopping 
SEE:  Like a pearl tossed 

off the coast, Martha’s 

Vineyard, once home 

to sea captains, now 

plays summer host  

-

tioners such as the 

Obamas and the  

Clintons. Start your 

day at Oak Bluffs  

Harbor, with its color-

ful settlement of 180 

gingerbread cottages. 

Then explore Gay 
Head Lighthouse,  

perched on the 

dramatic Aquinnah 
Cliffs
than its sister island, 

Nantucket  

by its whaling heri-

tage. Rent a bike 

to cycle to magical 

’Sconset, a vision in 

rose-covered cottages, 

or visit the giant skele-

ton at the Nantucket 
Whaling Museum.

SHOP:  On “the Vine-

yard,” Edgartown’s 

breezy streets and 

nautical shops offer 

tempting vacation 

strolls. On Nantucket,  

you’ll want to navi-

gate the harbor  

town’s cobblestone 

streets and duck 

into brick shops to 

scoop up scrimshaw 

or some “Nantucket 

Red” clothing at  

Murray’s Toggery. 

EAT: Edgartown, on 

Martha’s Vineyard, is 

the scene for a lovely 

waterfront lunch at 

Among the Flowers 
Café. On Nantucket, 

locals line up for sour-

dough French toast  

at Black-Eyed  
Susan’s; sophisti-

cated CRU serves 

fresh seafood on 

Straight Wharf, 

where open windows 

catch the fragrant 

island breezes.

SLEEP:  Come night-

fall, there are more 

than 100 places on 

the Vineyard to rest 

your head, so there’s 

loads of time to bird-

or check out local 

handcrafts. Find just 

the right place at  

mvy.com. Each lovely 

inn on Nantucket 

seems lifted from the 

pages of a history 

book, whether it’s 

the elegant Jared 
 or the 

ultra-luxe Wauwinet.

Art’s Dune Tours take Provincetown visitors over the rolling sands of Cape Cod National Seashore. 

Fall Spectacular
The Mohawk Trail, 

scenic roads in New 
England, glows with 
63 miles (101.3 km) 
of autumn color and 
50,000 acres (20,234 
ha or 202.3 square 
kilometers) of state 
parks and forests 
in northwestern 
Massachusetts. 
Check out the 
driving tours at: 
mohawktrail.com 
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Nantucket Martha’s 
Vineyard

Cape Cod

Plymouth’s only beach-front hotel!
pilgrimsands.com 508.746.0900

Where history comes alive!
plimoth.org 508.746.1622

New England’s largest whale watch fleet!
captjohn.com 508.746.2643

In the heart of historic Plymouth!
JohnCarverinn.com 508.746.7100
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Winter 
Wonderland
Just 10 miles (16 km) 
north of famed living 
history museum Old 
Sturbridge Village, 
“mushing” is a way 
of life at Northern 

, 
in . You, 
too, can have a taste 
of what it means 
to ride a sled with a 
team of dogs pulling 
you across a snowy 
expanse.

 Salem: Museums  
& Marketplaces
SEE:  We’ll get to the 

witches soon enough 

in this historic 

seaport, but don’t 

miss the remarkable 

Peabody Essex  
Museum, with its 

rich collection of  

Japanese and mari-

time treasures, plus 

rare Civil War photos. 

At Pickering Wharf, 

you can take a Mahi 
Mahi Harbor Cruise; 

on Derby Wharf 

you’ll stroll out into 

Salem Harbor. Back 

on land, the Salem 
Witch Museum 

awaits, with its 

incredible tale of 

hysteria-gone-wild 

(a Discover Salem 
Passport gets you  

a discount).

SHOP:  Salem Market-
place’s brick store-

fronts, sandwiched 

between New Derby 

and Front streets, 

house artists’ stalls 

and outdoor dining. 

EAT:  Bella Verona 

dishes up northern 

Italian cuisine with 

Photos: Annisquam Lighthouse; Bikers © Sarah Musumeci; House of the Seven Gables; Woodman’s of Essex

Visit 

What’s Your Story? 
Do you enjoy exploring 

museums and places in 

American history, dining 

seaside, shopping for one of 

a kind treasures, delighting  

yourself with activities on 

or off the water, or just 

relaxing on the beach?

30 minutes from Boston by

car, train, bus or seasonal ferry.

Let Us Be Part 
of Your Story.

Costumed interpreters of Salem’s 400-year history stroll the city’s 
cobblestone streets and byways.
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homemade pasta. 

For a taste of New 

England, Red’s Sand-
wich Shop has served 

up hearty classics for 

more than 50 years, 

winning awards for 

seafood.

SLEEP:  In the heart of 

Salem, the historic 

Hawthorne Hotel can 

create vacation pack-

ages that include area 

museums.

 Five-College 
Pioneer Valley 
SEE:  The verdant 

valley of the Connecti-

cut River is host to a 

colleges in the East, 

with every kind of 

concert, café, and art 

show you can name. 

Northampton’s busy 

3LOCAL SECRET
Beautiful in every season, Tower Hill  
Botanic Garden in Boylston is a peaceful 
refuge perched high on a hilltop, with  
views of Wachusett Reservoir. Enjoy lunch 
on the terrace at Twigs Café, 
in the charming gift shop, and take a  
late-afternoon walk through the gardens.

with clever shops 

and students spilling 

down from Smith  
College; listen to  

nationally acclaimed 

folk and jazz at the 

Iron Horse Music 
Hall, or settle in at 

Haymarket Café,  

a cool hangout for  

nados. Later, head 

to Amherst for more 

college-chic street 

time—it’s home to 

Amherst College, 
Hampshire College, 

and the University 
of Massachusetts. In 

nearby South Hadley, 

Mount 
Holyoke College,  

a leader, along with 

Smith College, in 

women’s education.

SHOP:  In Northamp-

ton, Faces displays a 

fun, funky selection, 

from gifts to cloth-

ing; for the artist 

in your life, Pinch 
Gallery presents un-

usual, one-of-a-kind 

handcrafts. In South 
, prepare 

for a sight-and-scent 

extravaganza at the 

Yankee Candle gift 

shop, an entertaining 

shopping experience 

amid 400,000 wax 

tapers, jars, pillars, 

tea lights, votives, 

and more. Then 

fortify yourself with 

classic New England 

fare at the onsite res-

taurant, Chandler’s.

EAT:  In Northampton, 

Paul & Elizabeth’s  

serves fresh, local, 

towerhillbg.org 
11 French Drive, Boylston, MA

Exit 24 off I-290  508-869-6111

Plan your visit to Tower Hill

Tower Hill is a year-round, green destination. Stroll 
acres of spectacular gardens fi lled with countless 
varieties of native plants, trees and shrubs blooming 
in a rainbow of color. 

Enjoy browsing in The Shop and complete your day 
with a delicious lunch of lite fare at Twigs Café.
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organic ingredi-

ents wrapped into 

-

tive vegetarian fare. 

beer garden at New 

England’s oldest 

operating brewpub, 

Northampton  
Brewery. 

SLEEP: Lord  
Jeffery Inn puts 

at its 30Boltwood 

restaurant. 

 WHEN YOU GO 
For state tourism 
information, go to: 
massvacation.com
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Rise free from 
care before the 
dawn, and seek 

adventures...
 — Henry David Thoreau

. . . adventures await in the Greater 
Merrimack Valley

The Greater Merrimack Valley region is 
rich in historic significance. It was here 
that Americans took their first steps 
to freedom and the formation of a new 
country. It was here that the textile in-
dustry played a key role in the Industrial 
Revolution that helped make the country 
an economic powerhouse.

Only 30 minutes north and west of 
Boston, our region also boasts some 
of Massachusetts best ethnic cuisine 
and fine dining. To plan your stay today, 
visit www.merrimackvalley.org

FOLLOW 
NEW ENGLAND!

On FACEBOOK:

DiscoverNewEngland

On TWITTER:

@NewEnglandvisit

On YOUTUBE:

@NewEnglandvisit
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PHOTO OP 
FALL SPECTACULAR: 
CRAWFORD NOTCH

1950s-era passenger cars pull into 
Crawford Station, built in 1891, as 
the Conway Scenic Railroad train 
arrives after an excursion through 
spectacular Crawford Notch, 
a dramatic pass through the 
White Mountains. For more on 
New Hampshire’s White Mountains 
Region, see p. 44.

NEW 
HAMPSHIRE 
Outdoor paradise …

NEW HAMPSHIRE

visitnh.gov
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5 MEMORABLE 
DAYS IN  
NEW HAMPSHIRE

Portsmouth  
& Vicinity 
SEE:  An historic sea-

port since the 1600s, 

today Portsmouth’s 

down town teems 

with lively shops and 

cafés. A quick walk 

takes you to Prescott 
Park, where summer  

concerts play on the 

waterfront, or to  

Strawbery Banke— 
a 10-acre (4 ha or  

40,468.5 sqm) out door 

museum of historic 

homes. Take a mid  day 

sail on the Gundalow 
Piscataqua and help 

the crew haul  

lobster, or take  

a harbor cruise  

offered by the Isles 
of Shoals Steamship 
Company.

SHOP:  Downtown 

bustles with cool 

retail, including 

Stonewall Kitchen 
specialty foods, but 

don’t miss hidden 

shops tucked down 

brick walkways,  

such as inviting  

Commercial Alley.

EAT:  Dive into The 
Friendly Toast, 

where breakfast 

is an adventure. 

Variety is the spice 

of Portsmouth life, 

The White Mountains to the north; a brilliant patch of 
seacoast to the east; handsome white-steepled villages to the south;  

Districts sprinkled around the middle … In New Hampshire it’s actually 
possible to compress every landscape experience into the space of hours. 

primo art museum to explore, unparalleled kayaking along the Connecticut 
River, a port city rich in maritime history, zipline adventuring, and even  
the good possibility of spotting a moose.  
 

and you can dine on 

New England seafood 

classics or gourmet 

specialties at hot 

spots such as Cava 
Tapas & Wine Bar.
SLEEP:  The Ale 
House Inn is a  

boutique gem in a 

former downtown 

brewery.

A Wee Seacoast 
SEE:  New Hamp-

shire’s coastline is 

the shortest on the 

Eastern Seaboard—

only 18 miles (30 

km)—but it’s exqui-

site. You can spend 

the day skipping like 

a stone from quiet 

Fireworks light 
up the sky at  

Hampton Beach 
State Park, 

where the new 
Seashell Ocean-

front Pavilion 
hosts a July 4th 

concert.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
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Rye Beach to wide Jenness and 

Wallis Sands State Parks to lively 

Hampton Beach State Park, with 

its boardwalk, free concerts, and 

swimming. Reserve an afternoon 

watching, with charters that leave 

from Rye and Hampton.

SHOP:  Surrender yourself to the 

seaside promenade experience of 

Hampton Beach, a kid-friendly 

extravaganza of arcades, mini-golf, 

and souvenir shops across the  

boulevard from the state park. 

EAT:  The Old Salt Eating & Drink-
ing Place, in historic Lamie’s Inn  

in Hampton, dishes up classic  

New England chowder, oysters,  

and escargots.

SLEEP:  On the island of New 
Castle, the grand Wentworth by 
the Sea offers 161 loving ly restored 

rooms, gardens, a spa, and elegant 

dining, including Sunday brunch.

Just like our views, the 
possibilities are endless

in Mt. Washington Valley, NH, USA

3LOCAL SECRET
Way up north, road signs actually  
caution “Active Moose Crossing  
Next 12 Miles” (19 km) along Moose  
Alley in Pittsburg, where spotting 
one of these huge creatures is all 
but guaranteed. Or sign up with 
Gorham Moose Tours for a three-
hour wildlife adventure.
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Hanover  
& Vicinity 
SEE:  Dartmouth 
College is one of 

America’s great 

univer sities, and the 

town of Hanover lives 

up to its school’s rep-

utation. Spend the 

morning immersed 

in the Hood Museum 
of Art collection; 

then treat yourself to 

an afternoon at the 

home, studio, and 

gardens of Augustus  
Saint-Gaudens, one 

of America’s most 

famous sculptors, 

in nearby Cornish. 

The 1866 Cornish–
Windsor Bridge is 

another work of art: 

the longest vintage 

two-span wooden 

covered bridge in the 

U.S., still carrying 

cars across the  

Connecticut River  

to Vermont. 

SHOP:  Stroll the 

Dartmouth Green; 

then head to South 
Main Street, where 

bookstores vie with 

Dartmouth sports-

wear and specialty 

boutiques.

EAT:  A feast for the 

eyes and palate, the 

1818 Home Hill Inn in  

nearby  

serves food from 

local farms and 

vegetables and 

herbs from its own 

gardens. Guests rave 

about its breakfasts, 

including homemade 

granola.

SLEEP:  The Appa-

lachian Trail runs 

right by the historic 

Hanover Inn, a newly 

renovated deluxe 

hotel and conference 

center in the heart of 

town, surrounded by 

Dartmouth College.

White  
Mountains 
SEE:  A great day for 

foliage watchers, hik-

ers of all abilities, and 

seekers of thundering 

water falls. The Appa-
lachian Mountain 
Club (AMC) White 
Mountain Guide 

lists both “Top Ten 

4,000-Foot [1,219 m] 

Foliage Hikes” and 

“Hikes for Kids.” In 

Franconia Notch 
State Park, easy 

hikes up Bald Moun-
tain and Artists 
Bluff yield legendary 

views of the notch 

itself. Explore the 

Flume Gorge, a 

spectacular granite 

gorge channeling 

rushing waters and 

edged with wooden 

walkways at the base 

of Mount Liberty. 

In Crawford Notch 
State Park, Arethusa  
Falls drops a stunning  

140 feet (42.6 m). 

SHOP:  With more 

than 200 shops and 

brand-name factory 

outlets in the Mount 
Washington Valley, 
don’t forget to also 

stop by the small 

towns clustered 

just outside White 
Mountain National 
Forest, with unique 

shops in Littleton 
and Bethlehem 

(antiques and works 

by local artisans are 

specialties).

EAT:  A North Country 

thumbs-up for best 

bar and upscale  

comfort food goes to  

In Cornish, the estate of renowned 
sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens  

is a National Historic Site open  
to the public. Pictured here is the  

Pan Garden outside the artist’s  
“Little Studio”; Mount Ascutney is  

visible in  the far background.

Bailiwicks Restaurant,  

in Little ton, where 

they infuse their own 

vodka.

SLEEP:  The stately 

Adair Country Inn, 

in Bethlehem, 11 miles  

(17.7 km) from  

Cannon Mountain, 

serves flavorful New 

England dishes in a 

fireside dining room.

Lake Country 
SEE:  With 280 miles  

(450.6 km) of shore-

line, Lake Winnipe-
saukee is the state’s 

largest body of water, 

worthy of a cruise 

on the stately M/S 
Mount Washington, 

or hop aboard the 

U.S. Mailboat  

Sophie C., for a  

different kind of 

water ride. The entire 

area is a playground, 
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Winter Wonderland
Grab your goggles and head for the Whites, offering a concentrated 
blizzard of ski slopes for every level: Attitash, Bretton Woods,  
Cannon, Cranmore, Loon, Waterville Valley, and Wildcat. Or book a 
room at an inn in Jackson Village, the Nordic ski capital of the East.

Skiers at Bretton Woods ride high over 
the slopes—and the bonus is  
a spectacular view of Mount  

Washington and the valley below. 

with tubing, boating, 

and beachgoing, but 

Gunstock Moun-
tain’s Zip Tour takes 

it to new heights, 

with the longest 

zipline canopy tour in 

the continental U.S. 

SHOP:  Catch your 

breath at Squam 
Lake, the idyllic site 

where On Golden  

Pond  

in Holderness,  

visit Squam Lakes  

Natural Science  
Center, a child-

friendly paradise,  

including the 

Howling Coyote 
Gift Shop, featur-

ing nature-inspired 

gifts. Down the road, 

scoop up locally 

 

an AMAZING 
ADVENTURE to the top 

of  NEW ENGLAND’S 

HIGHEST PEAK on 

the World’s First 

Mountain-Climbing 
Cog Railway!

 In Th e Heart of New England,

White Mountains of New Hampshire 

thecog.com

League  
of New Hampshire 
Craftsmen gallery in  

Center Sandwich.

EAT:  Worth it for the 

view alone, Castle in 
the Clouds Carriage 
House Café serves 

lunch on a spectacu-

 

estate in Moulton-
borough, overlooking 

Lake Winnipesaukee.

SLEEP:  Mill Falls  
at the Lake is prac t- 

 ically a village in itself:  

4 lodgings, 7 restau-

rants, 12 shops, and  

a spa, along the lake 

in Meredith.

 WHEN YOU GO 
For state tourism 
information, go to: 
visitnh.gov 

Free Guides & Travel Itineraries at
LakesAndMountainsNH.com

The Lakes & Mountains
of New England
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PHOTO OP 
BLOCK ISLAND

On the island’s northeastern side, 
trails cross Clay Head Preserve, 
a 190-acre (77 ha or 768,902.7 sqm) 
area of farmland, dunes, beach, 
and bluff maintained by The Nature 
Conservancy and known for its 
spectacular scenery. Come fall, 
it’s also one of the best places in 
New England to see migrating 
songbirds. For more on Block Island, 
see p. 48.visitrhodeisland.com
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5 MEMORABLE 
DAYS IN 
RHODE ISLAND

 Newport 
SEE:  Wealthy indus-

trialists were Amer-

ica’s royalty, and 

Newport was their 

playground in the 

19th century. Astors 

and Vanderbilts 

competed to see who 

could throw more 

crystal, gold, and 

Italian marble at their 

mansions, in a blazing 

; tour-

ing these “cottages,” 

maintained by the 

Preservation Society 
of Newport County, 

brings the Gilded 

Age to vivid life. 

Equally impressive: 

Newport’s 3.5-mile 

(5.6 km) Cliff Walk 

combines natural 

beauty with views of 

the massive homes. 

SHOP:  Busy Thames 
Street (pronounce 

the “th”!) hums with 

activity, and more 

than 50 shops are 

scattered around 

the wharves, 

with items from 

estate jewelry to 

Asian tableware.

EAT:  At day’s end, 

enjoy a lobster bake 

and sunset sail on the 

Schooner Aurora. 
SLEEP:  Newport 

is brimming with 

upscale lodgings and 

lovely inns. Railroad 

baron and sports-

man Alfred Gwynne 

Vanderbilt’s 1909 

Newport mansion 

has been converted to 

the Vanderbilt Grace, 

a luxury hotel with 33 

rooms and a spa.

 Providence
SEE:  One of the old-

est cities in the U.S., 

Rhode Island packs a lot of living into a small footprint. 
America’s littlest state was named in the 1600s for its red clay, or maybe it 
was for the Isle of Rhodes. And, by the way, most of it isn’t even an island. 
What’s indisputable, however, is that Rhode Island’s beaches are brilliant. 
Waterfront dining is as plentiful as the surfers bobbing in Narragansett 
Bay, not to mention the many elegant inns on the water and off. Seaside 
villages such as Watch Hill are among the prettiest you’ll see anywhere. 
And the splendor of the Newport Mansions suggests Downton Abbey—
but with an ocean view. Palatial homes, cliff walks, the amazing spectacle 
of WaterFire in Providence, kayaking around Block Island, shopping in 
classic villages … Expect endless enticements from this tiny state.

this compact capital 

is set, like Rome, 

on seven hills. Its 

wealthy past reveals 

itself with a morning 

walk along historic 

, past 

Federal-era homes. 

Then feast your 

eyes on the Rhode 
Island School of 
Design’s museum 

collection, including 

Paul Revere’s silver 

and paintings from 

Monet to Rothko. In 

season, the spectacle 

of WaterFire sets 

the city’s three rivers 

ablaze with 100 

SHOP:  Providence 
Place Mall puts you 

On select evenings from May to 
October, Providence’s three rivers 
are enveloped in the glow of the 
city’s WaterFire festivals.

RHODE ISLAND 
Where small is beautiful …
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squarely in the center 

of the city with more 

than 1 million square 

feet (92,903 sqm) of 

shops, cinemas,  

restaurants, and an 

adjoining hotel.

EAT:  Climb Federal 
Hill to “Little Italy,” 

where pasta reigns  

supreme (although 

you’ll never go 

hungry in a city 

that’s home to one 

of the great culinary 

schools, Johnson & 
Wales University).

SLEEP:  Just a two-

minute walk to  

WaterFire, rooms 

at the Renaissance 
Providence Down-
town Hotel look out 

to the classic  

State House and  

city lights.

 South County 
SEE:  Beaches unfurl 

from Watch Hill to 

Point Judith, with 

sugary white sand 

and dreamy names 

like “Blue Shutters.” 

Start your day in 

Watch Hill, with a 

view of Block Island 

Sound from your 

breakfast nook on the 

Ocean House hotel’s 
elegant porch. This 

charming town offers 

upscale shopping and 

one of the oldest  

carousels in the  

country, but its 

hidden treasure is 

Napatree Point  
Conservation Area, 
one of the most beau-

tiful, least crowded 

beaches in the state. 

Then head to Narra-
gansett to check out 

the surfers, sampling 

hidden beaches, such 

as Ninigret Park, as 

you go. 

SHOP:  In Charles-

town, the Fantastic 
Umbrella Factory is 

an explosion of wind 

chimes, stained glass, 

Indian scarves, vin-

tage eyewear, and a 

zillion other treasures 

not to be missed. 

EAT:  In Rhode Island, 

as crumpets—except 

that these little cakes 

feature quahogs 

(huge clams). The 

chopped and mixed 

with breadcrumbs, 

onions, celery, garlic, 

or whatever the chef 

envisions, and there’s 

no more famous place 

to try them than 

George’s of Galilee, 
 

village on Salty Brine 
State Beach. 

SLEEP:  Tucked away 

on a quiet street in 

Westerly, the Shelter 
Harbor Inn has  

private access to  

a stunning stretch  

of sand on Weeka-
paug Beach.

 Block Island 
SEE:  The island is an 

unspoiled gem, with 

17 miles (27.4 km) of 

pristine beaches. 

Catch the ferry 

from Point Judith 

year-round, or from 

Newport in the 

summer; then rent a 

bike and spin out of 

town on an undulat-

ing loop with plenty 

of detours. Frolic 

on Mansion Beach, 

where tidal pools and 

passing ferries make 

a perfect backdrop 

to a fresh basket of 

clam strips. Or picnic 

at the 19th-century 

South East Light-
house atop Mohegan 
Bluffs, spectacular 

150-foot-high (47.7 m)  

cliffs that gaze out 

to sea—a great 

destination if you’re 

horseback riding or 

parasailing, as well.    

SHOP:  Water Street,  
the island’s main  

3LOCAL  
SECRET
Wickford Village  
is close to perfec-
tion, arranged  
around a sparkling  
harbor, with  
kayaks for rent at 
The Kayak Centre. Private yachts, charters, and sailing tours share the waters off  Newport.

In Watch Hill, the Ocean House porch boasts  
a stunning view of Block Island Sound.

Fall Spectacular
Autumn colors aren’t the only things 
blazing at Providence’s Roger Williams 
Park Zoo, a 40-acre (16 ha or 161,874 sqm) 
expanse that’s one of the oldest (1872) 
zoos in the country. Its Jack-O-Lantern 
Spectacular features 5,000 illuminated 
pumpkins carved into works of art.

RHODE ISLAND  
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DiscoverNewport.org NewportMansions.org

Discover the sights and sounds of the Newport 
Mansions, where compelling audio tours bring 
their history and romance to life. Audio tours of 
The Breakers, The Elms & Marble House available 
in English, French, German, Mandarin & Spanish.          

Discover the wonders of Newport, located only 
ninety minutes south of Boston. Awe-inspiring 
architecture, rich history, coastal charm, sailing 
adventures, world-class events, plus unique dining 
and shopping – it’s all here in the City-by-the-Sea. 

Explore the American Story in Newport
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commercial street,  

is lined with specialty 

shops and galleries. 

EAT: 
a better setting for a 

meal than the porch 

of the 19th-century 

Spring House Hotel, 
with its sweeping 

view of the sea.

SLEEP:  On a hilltop 

over the harbor,  

The Atlantic Inn  

has hosted guests 

no televisions in  

its 21 guestrooms— 

just water views  

and sea breezes.

 Little Compton
SEE:  With water 

everywhere, Little 

Compton always 

tops the list of  

prettiest places in 

New England. The 

village is surrounded 

by saltwater farms, 

farm stands, and 

orchards, and is 

anchored by one of 

the few town greens 

in Rhode Island.  

A handful of houses 

remain from the 

1600s, with plenty 

from the 18th and 

19th centuries, too.  

Tour Sakonnet  
Vineyards, sun-

bathe at Goose wing 
Beach, or simply 

drive the idyllic 

country roads. 

SHOP:  Don’t miss  

old-fashioned C. W.  
Wilbur General 
Store, which stocks 

everything from 

gifts and toys.

Winter Wonderland
The mansions along Newport’s Bellevue Avenue sparkle like  
ornaments on a Christmas tree. In town, simple white lights  
decorate shop windows, and a month-long calendar of events  
rings in Christmas in Newport, a 44-year tradition that captures  
the season’s essence with historic house tours, outdoor caroling,  
teas, and The Nutcracker.

EAT:  Commons 
Lunch is famed for  

its home-style  

cooking and corn-

meal “johnnycakes,”  

a regional specialty.

SLEEP:  At Harmony  
Home Farm, break-

fast is served on a 

tray in your bed-

room, with scones 

that may rival the 

best you’ve ever 

tasted, showcasing 

why New England 

bed-and-breakfasts 

are unique in the 

world. It all comes 

with the scent of  

the sea.

 WHEN YOU GO 
For state tourism 
information,  
go to: visit 
rhodeisland.com 

RHODE ISLAND  

Multiple runs daily from
PT. JUDITH & NEWPORT

Newport, Summers Only, from Perrotti Park

Group Sales Available

blockislandferry.com

GET THERE FASTon our

HIGH-SPEED FERRIES
Only 30 Minutes from Point Judith

TOLL FREE (866) 783-7996TOLL FREE
IN U.S. -

Discovernewengland.co.uk
Discovernewengland.org

New 
England

Discover 

Driving Tours 
Things To Do
Major Events

Travel Tips 

Visit Us Online
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PHOTO OP 
NORTHEAST KINGDOM

Along U.S. Route 2, just west of 
Danville, a southerly vista reveals 
fall color carpeting the hillsides. 
This corner of Vermont, the “North-
east Kingdom,” is home to rural 
traditions and some of the most 
scenic natural areas in New England. 
For a sampling of activities in the 
Northeast Kingdom, see “The Great 
New England Adven ture Tour,” p. 16. 
For dining and lodging suggestions, 
events, and still more things to do 
and see, visit: nekchamber.com

VERMONT 
Classic New England, amid mountains, 
farms, and wondrous lakes …

VERMONT

vermontvacation.com
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5 MEMORABLE 
DAYS IN  
VERMONT

 Burlington
SEE:  Rarely does a 

small city offer so 

many diversions. 

With glistening  

Lake Champlain  

at its feet, a lively  

pedestrians-only  

downtown in the 

middle, and the  

University of  
Vermont at the  

top of the hill,  

Burlington is a classic 

overachiever: it does 

it all, and we reap 

seasons. Rent a bike 

to pedal the 7½-mile 

(12 km) path hugging 

the massive lake, 

with beaches along 

the way. Then head 

to Church Street and 

snag a ringside seat 

at any outdoor café 

to watch the street 

performers outdo 

one another. 

The mountains of Vermont are impossibly green—so much so that 
its name, given by early French explorers, literally translates as “Green 
Mountain.” 

SHOP:  Pedestrians-

only Church Street 

feels like a perma-

nent street festival, 

and it’s a shopper’s 

mecca with artisans 

(  
the Marketplace), 

boutiques (Monelle,  
Salaam), brand 

names (Banana  
Republic), and  

Center Mall retailers 

such as Pottery Barn 

and J. Crew.

EAT:  Take your 

pick along Church 

Street—Italian, 

Asian, Irish, Mexi-

can—but make time 

to sit outside at 

, a 

little piece of Paris 

with the best people-

watching in town. 

Nearby, Dobrá Tea is 

a Bohemian tearoom, 

serving more than 90 

imported varieties.

SLEEP:  Burlington’s 

newest nest—Hotel 
Vermont—manages 

the same mellow  

balance as the city  

itself, shifting be-

tween natural and 

sophisticated, with 

on Vermont-made 

comforts, such as 

woollen blankets.  

For views of Lake 

Champlain, and the 

Adirondack Moun-

tains that blaze in 

In downtown Burlington, 
Church Street Marketplace 
welcomes locals and visitors 
to its bustling scene:  
live music, arts festivals,  
holiday events, good food, 
and great shopping.
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the fall, book a room  

at the Marriott’s  

Courtyard Burling-
ton Harbor.

 Stowe &  

SEE:  With Mount 

above, you’re stand-

ing at the base of 

Vermont’s highest 

point: 4,393 feet  

(1,339 m) of mountain 

teeming with trails 

and outdoor adven-

ture. (On a clear day, 

you can see New York 

State’s Adirondacks 

and Canada.) Bike the 

5-mile (8 km) Stowe 
Bike Path, which 

crosses the West 
Branch River 11 times 

on arched bridges.  

Or drive on toward  

Smugglers’ Notch 
State Park and some 

of the most dramatic 

views in the state. 

SHOP:  With more 

than 70 shops, plus 

museums and galler-

ies, you can soak up 

sophisticated Stowe 

while eyeing works 

at the Vermont Fine 
Art Gallery, cool stuff 

at Lackey’s Variety 
Store, needlework 

supplies at Wooden 
Needle, and every-

thing else at Stowe 
Mercantile, a genu-

ine country store. 

EAT:  On the mountain, 

there’s country chic, 

such as the Cliff House 
Restaurant, serving 

artisanal cuisine with 

 

village, Blue Moon 
Café offers  Asian 

and Medi terranean 

cuisine. Save room for 

the Ben & Jerry’s ice 

cream factory tour in 

nearby Waterbury, or 

browse the Cabot  
Annex Store for award- 

winning cheeses  

and Vermont crafts.

SLEEP:  The hills are 

alive with the sound 

of happy guests at 

Trapp Family Lodge, 

an Austrian-inspired 

icon that has graced 

the Stowe landscape 

for more than half a 

century, now home 

to a brewery and 

mountain biking, as 

well as a world-class 

resort featuring four 

seasons of outdoor 

activities. 

 Manchester
SEE:  With its stun-

ning landscape,  

Manchester, in  

southern Vermont,  

has attracted visitors  

for centuries, includ-

ing its most famous  

name: Lincoln. Abra-

ham Lincoln’s eldest  

son, Robert, built  

a summer home,  

Hildene, here. This  

24-room Georgian  

Revival house  

museum gives you 

an intimate glimpse 

into the Lincoln  

family history, all  

surrounded by walk-

ing trails.

SHOP:  Ringed by 

mountains, the  

village spills over 

with some of the 

most diverse local 

stores and outlet 

shopping in the 

state, from Orvis for 

outdoor sportsmen, 

to Northshire Book-
store, with an entire 

children’s literature, 

to designer outlets 

offering discounted 

prices on Armani, 

Brooks Brothers, 

Coach, and more.

EAT:  Sit outside at 

Seasons or make  

a date with history 

at The Dorset Inn 
(15 minutes away), 

Vermont’s oldest 

continuously operat-

ing hostelry, estab-

lished in 1796 and still 

serving innovative 

gourmet meals. 

SLEEP:  First Lady 

Mary Lincoln slept 

at the stately four-

diamond Equinox 
Resort, and you can, 

too. Golf, archery,  

and a lesson with the 

British School of Fal-

conry are all options 

that weren’t available 

to the Lincolns.

  
& Vicinity
SEE:  Ambling past 

Woodstock’s town 

green and landmark 

inn toward its busy 

shopping streets is 

like being dropped 

into a movie about 

idyllic Vermont life. 

The dream continues  

at Billings Farm &  
Museum, the Rocke-

fellers’ working dairy 

farm and 1890 farm-

house, where you’ll 

glimpse Vermont’s 

rural past. Stop at 

Sugarbush Farm to 

3LOCAL  
SECRET
Even some of the 
locals in bustling  
Burlington are  
unaware of the 

, 
just 20 minutes 
away. Little pearls 
scattered on the 
water: drive or bike 
them all, including 
North and South 
Hero, Grand Isle, 
and magical Isle  
La Motte. 

Caption

Fall Spectacular
The , 
also known as 
Route 100, winds 
220 miles (354 km) 
through nearly every 
major ski resort in 
Vermont, many of 
which offer lift or 
gondola rides for 
bird’s-eye views  
of the foliage.

sample cheese and 

learn about maple 

syrup, or drive to 

Quechee Gorge  
to sunbathe on  

river rocks. 

SHOP:  Don’t miss F. H. 
Gillingham & Sons— 

an emporium of 

garden tools, house-

wares, sporting goods, 

and Vermont goodies. 

 Then head over to 

Quechee and the 

Simon Pearce store 
to marvel at exquisite 

Robert Todd Lincoln, son of President Abraham Lincoln, built this Georgian 
Revival estate, Hildene, as a summer home in Manchester in 1905.
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handcrafted glass 

and pottery, followed 

by a well-deserved 

break at Vermont 
Spirits, a little distill-

ery that turns maple 

syrup into vodka. 

EAT:  Duck into 

Bentley’s in the heart 

of town for a casual 

cradled in warm 

Victoriana, or sample 

Caribbean-inspired 

tapas at Melaza.   

SLEEP:  Like a grand 

diva, the luxurious 

Woodstock Inn 

surveys the town from 

center stage, with 

airy rooms, a spa, and 

a tavern that invites 

late-night drinks.

 Inn to Inn
SEE:  Traveling on 

foot brings you face 

to face with rolling 

roads, hillside farms, 

and village shopping 

nooks. Vermont Inn 
to Inn Walking Tours 
links four lodgings 

in Weston, Chester, 

and Ludlow, three of 

the prettiest towns 

in Vermont, with 

walks that include 

village shops and 

vistas out of Norman 

Rockwell. Your bags 

are packed and sent 

on ahead—just walk 

to your next home-

cooked meal.

SHOP:  Dip into 

Weston’s Vermont 
Country Store, 

spilling over with 

wooden bowls, 

rubber boots, and 

Winter 
Wonderland
Jay Peak Resort, near 
the Canadian border, 
offers plenty of diver-
sions even if you’re 
not a skier: one of the 
largest indoor water 
parks in the East, 
plus an indoor ice 
arena, pools, spas, 
and a championship 
golf course. If you 
do ski, 77 trails and 
the most snow and 
glades in eastern 
North America are 
part of the legend. 

enough cheese, 

fudge, crackers, and 

jam samples to for-

tify you for the walk 

ahead. The Weston 
Priory Gift Shop 
sells handcrafts and 

music created by the 

Benedictine brothers, 

as well as goods from 

around the world.

EAT:  Each night you’ll 

sample innkeeper 

specialties, but the 

unexpected surprise 

is Michiko Yoshida-
Hunter, a world-class 

Japanese chef and 

co-owner of Old 
Town Farm Inn’s 

ToKai-Tei restaurant.

SLEEP:  Your choice: 

Combes Family Inn, 

Apple Knoll Inn, Inn 
Victoria, or Old Town 
Farm Inn. Details at: 

vermontinntoinn

walking.com

 WHEN YOU GO 
For state tourism 
information, 
go to: vermont
vacation.com

The original Vermont Country Store in Weston: something for everyone.

VERMONT

Exquisite farm-to-table food.
Stylish, secluded lodging.

Wine, cocktails, & exceptional hospitality.

7 WOODWARD ROAD, MENDON, VERMONT  

Red Clover Inn
RESTAURANT & TAVERN

The

Hike, ski, explore & play   
in the heart of  central Vermont’s  

mountains, farms, and trails. 
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BARRY, Captain Crooner
Get more Insider info at VisitMaine.com


